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How your donations changed lives in  2014/15



In 2015 we celebrate 10 years of life-saving work at the Gallipoli Medical Research Foundation (GMRF) – 
thanks to people like you. Your generosity is saving lives. Thank you!

CANCER – The biggest health battle of our generation
8.2 million deaths worldwide in 2012. 

The Issue Your support The future

Liver cancer is officially the 
fastest growing cancer in 
Australia.

745,000 people worldwide 
died from liver cancer in 
2012.

There are few treatments options 
available to patients at any stage 
of liver cancer. 

Once the disease has reached 
stage 4, there are no approved 
treatments. Greater than 95% 
of those people will not be alive 
within 5 years.

Dr Jason Steel was the senior author 
on an international study which 
looked at a game-changing cancer 
vaccine.

This treatment could potentially 
stimulate the body’s own immune 
system to kill all cancer.

Thanks to your support for our 
GMRF PhD Scholarship Program, 
Bijay Dhungel has joined Dr Steel 
to develop this exciting new work 
in GMRF labs.  

This research has the potential to 
treat – not only liver cancer – but 
a number of different cancers.

In 2013, prostate cancer was 
the leading cause of cancer 
in men worldwide – at 1.4 
million.

In Australia, more men die of 
prostate cancer than women 
die of breast cancer. 

Current diagnostic methods are 
unreliable.

When results indicate that surgery 
is required, surgeons are provided 
with unreliable information on the 
location and severity of the cancer 
– leading to complications and/or 
infutile surgery.

Your donations funded a $50,000 
research project to evaluate new 
PET scanning technology – specially 
designed to detect prostate cancer.

Dr Peter Heathcote and his team 
have performed 20 operations - 
using the PET scan results to plan 
the surgeries - and are planning a 
further 20 cases.

The research team have dissected 
the removed cancers to confirm 
the improved accuracy of the new 
scanning method. 

Your support has placed them in 
a much stronger position to apply 
for much-needed Government 
funding.

Globally, one in every three 
cancers diagnosed is a skin 
cancer.

In Australia, one person 
every six hours dies from 
melanoma.

Queensland has the highest 
rate of primary melanoma 
worldwide.

When melanoma spreads within 
the body, there are few treatment 
options currently available. 

Without treatment, patients have 
an average life expectancy of 9 
months.

The GMRF Clinical Trials Unit 
has been involved in three large 
international melanoma trials. 

These studies have greatly improved 
the Standard of Care for advanced 
melanoma – even doubling life 
expectancy for some patients.

Despite advances, we are still 
losing far too many patients to 
melanoma. 

With your support, we will 
continue to lead the way in clinical 
trials until – together– we find a 
cure.

Brian’s final brave battle

During his treatment for cancer at Greenslopes Private Hospital, 
Vietnam veteran Brian John Brandenburg would often remark 
about the incredible research being conducted at GMRF. 

Brian’s family decided to donate to GMRF in memory of their 
cousin. “He would have been so proud to hear about our donation 
and to see his name on the honour board”,

Susan and Diana (Brian’s cousins). 

In 2014/ 15, 111 donations were made In Memory, totalling $53,490
We are proud to display In Memory donations on the GMRF Discovery Partners honour board, located in the heart of 
Greenslopes Private Hospital.

We update the Discovery Partner honour board once a year, in time for Remembrance Day in November. If you would 
like to make a donation and add the name of a loved one to the board, please contact Anna Coles (GMRF Philanthropy 

Manager) on 07 3394 7105 or ColesAnna@ramsayhealth.com.au  before 30th September 2015.



How you changed lives in 2014/15
3 supporters honoured our work with gifts in their Will, totalling $139,651
79 people gave Regular Gifts, totalling $18,909

Remembrance through research

The Issue Your support The future

Traumas include: natural 
disaster, war, sexual assault, 
physical abuse, unexpected 
grief, and many other life-
altering experiences.

According to the World Health 
Organisation, 467 million 
people suffered from post-
traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) in 2000.

Never - anywhere in the world 
- had a research study focused 
on the long-term, impact 
of PTSD on the whole body 
combined with a study of the 
genetics of PTSD.

The PTSD Initiative launched 
in 2013 with the first study 
focusing on PTSD in Vietnam 
veterans.

This study is now set to provide 
unparalleled information on 
how PTSD has impacted 300 
Vietnam veterans over a period 
of 40 years – thereby filling a 
major global gap in scientific 
knowledge about PTSD. 

Thanks to further funding from 
RSL Queensland, the results of the 
Vietnam veteran study will now 
inform upcoming research on PTSD 
in contemporary veterans.

These studies will develop improved 
interventions and treatments to help 
our young diggers and their families. 

Fatty liver disease affects up to 
one in three adults in Australia 
and increases risk of liver 
cancer, diabetes, and heart 
attack. 

Some people with fatty liver 
disease die from liver failure or 
need a liver transplant.

Fatty liver disease is a ‘hidden’ 
illness and is increasing at an 
alarming rate.

Most people only find out 
about their fatty liver disease 
when they have a blood test 
or ultrasound scan for other 
reasons.

It is vital that we identify factors 
that predispose some patients 
to liver failure - through no fault 
of their own.

Iron is a healthy and much-
needed mineral in the body.

However, Dr Laurence Britton’s 
research indicates that patients 
who have fatty liver disease 
combined with a build-up of iron 
in their body could be at greater 
risk of liver failure.

Dr Britton needs your support to 
carry out a detailed molecular 
analysis of fat tissue - before and 
after the removal of iron. 

This study has the potential 
to uncover ground-breaking 
information on the role iron plays in 
fatty liver disease. The results would 
be used to develop effective new 
treatments for the disease.

Almost 7.2 million emergency 
department presentations were 
reported by public hospital 
Emergency Departments in 
2013/14 – that’s over 19,700 
presentations each day.

The layout and design of 
traditional nursing records 
make it difficult to track the 
changes in an emergency 
patient’s condition over time. 

Emergency nursing staff work 
under stressful conditions 
and say they need improved 
measurements to enable them 
to save more lives.

The ‘Track and Trigger’ study was 
designed by staff at Greenslopes 
Private Hospital, thanks to your 
support of the GMRF Innovation 
Grants. 

The research team wanted 
to ‘track’ the haemodynamic 
measures (such as blood 
pressure) of emergency patients 
to identify at-risk patients and 
‘trigger’ an immediate response 
across the Emergency Unit.

The study achieved an overall 
decrease in average wait time of 
patients admitted to the Emergency 
Department by 2.4 minutes. This 
time could be the difference 
between life and death.

The study also decreased the time 
taken to administer pain relief by 8 
minutes and anti-nausea medication 
by 15 minutes.

All gifts, of any size, can make a difference to our work. 
The combination of your gift with that of other GMRF supporters can lead 
to medical breakthroughs.

Contact us today at 07 3394 7284 for your free booklet The Guide to Tax Effective 
Giving, specially prepared by experts at Hanrick Curran. 

Adele Radke gave a gift to 
GMRF in her Will because 
she believed in the power of 
medical research.

“We lose so many loved ones to disease but I believe that 
can change. Every day, I meet people who have been given 
a second chance thanks to medical research.” Petra 
Milaudi, GMRF Regular Giver and Coordinating Chaplain at 
Greenslopes Private Hospital. 

YEAR
ANNIVERSARY



Our corporate supporters showed true mateship in 2014/15.

Together, they supported our ANZAC Centenary commemorations and made the Gallipoli Centenary Ball possible, 
raising $500,000 for medical research.

How we raised our income
 

We receive no Government funding.

*Latest audited figures available

How we used our total income

*Latest audited figures available

Insurance & administration includes: workers’ insurance, laboratory insurance, 
and audit fees. These costs and all fundraising costs are covered by the income
received in our Clinical Trials Unit.

Donations/Fundraising 33.5%

Clinical Trials 35.2%

Interest 3.8%

Grants 24.9%

Other 2.6%

Research Units 63.7%

Maintenance of Research Equipment 14.1%

Insurance & Administration 7.0%

Fundraising 13.8%

Your Questions, Answered 
Why don’t you receive Government funding?

“Right now, our team have a number of excellent ideas that could to lead to breakthroughs. These 
ideas are on hold due to a lack of funding. Without any doubt, the biggest limitation to research is 
always funding.  

To obtain major research grants (which can be millions of dollars), you must prove your research idea has a high 
chance of success.  However, to turn an excellent idea into preliminary results requires a significant amount of 
work which, in turn, requires a significant output of money.  

Without more funding for the preliminary research, our team will never be successful in grant applications to the 
Government. That is why donations from GMRF donors mean so much to us.”

How much money do you need for your research?

“Every single donation makes a difference. Again, I can’t thank GMRF donors enough. 

A major gift (over $100k) would change everything!  It would allow me to explore our ideas fully and find the ones 
that can benefit the most people. That would produce the high-quality, pre-clinical data needed to obtain major 
government funding. 

That support could also make clinical trials for liver cancer possible.  To be clear, the initiation of human clinical 
trials is the long term goal of all work conducted in our research unit. I want to see ideas move from the laboratory 
into real-world treatments for patients. The sooner that happens, the more lives we can save.”

$680,000  Funding awarded to liver cancer by the National Health and Medical 
Research Council (the major funder of medical research in Australia) in 2015

$5.4 BILLION  Cost of liver cancer to the Australian health system, 2012

with Dr Jason Steel, GMRF Liver Cancer Unit


